INTO THE LIGHT: CHRISTMAS NATIVITY  
(A framework which can be changed according to local needs)

SONG or CAROL
(Lighting should be as dim as possible, still allowing narrators to read.)
1. John 1 vv 1 –5

In the beginning was the one who is called the Word. The Word was with God and was truly God. (Narrators slowly walk to the front)   From the very beginning the Word was with God.   And with this Word, God created all things.  Nothing was made without the Word. Everything that was created received its life from him, and his life gave light to everyone. (Narrators turn to face the front)The light keeps shining in the dark, and darkness has never put it out. 

(As reading is read, light a candle next to narrator in a slow reverent manner then sit back down.) 
SONG or CAROL
(Narrator at back with lights on, begins reading then processes up the centre.)
2. Isaiah 9 vv 2 – 7

Those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. And it shines upon everyone who lives in the land of darkest shadows. Our Lord, you have made your nation stronger. Because of you, its people are glad and celebrate like workers at harvest time or like soldiers dividing up what they have taken. You have broken the power of those who abused and enslaved your people. You have rescued them just as you saved your people from Midian. The boots of marching warriors and the blood-stained uniforms have been fed to flames and eaten by fire.   
  

(Narrator should by now be at the front. Turn and face congregation and continue reading)
A child has been born for us.   We have been given a son who will be our ruler. His names will be Wonderful Advisor and Mighty God, Eternal Father and Prince of Peace.     His power will never end; peace will last forever. He will rule David's kingdom and make it grow strong. He will always rule with honesty and justice. The LORD All-Powerful will make certain that all of this is done. 

SONG or CAROL      

(At last verse of song, Mary should move quietly to middle of the stage and wait for visit from angel.)
PRAYERS     
(As prayer ends, angel Gabriel stands and walks forward to stand on block in front of Mary)

3. Luke 1 vv 26 – 35; 38  
One month later God sent the angel Gabriel to the town of Nazareth in Galilee with a message for a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to Joseph from the family of King David. The angel greeted Mary and said, "You are truly blessed! The Lord is with you." 

(Angel spreads arms and look from Mary to sky)
Mary was confused by the angel's words and wondered what they meant. Then the angel told Mary, 

(Mary should drop to knees and look up in a confused frightened way.)
"Don't be afraid! God is pleased with you, and you will have a son. His name will be Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The Lord God will make him king, as his ancestor David was. He will rule the people of Israel forever, and his kingdom will never end." Mary asked the angel, "How can this happen? I am not married!" The angel answered: "The Holy Spirit will come down to you, and God's power will come over you. So your child will be called the holy Son of God. Mary said, "I am the Lord's servant! Let it happen as you have said." And the angel left her

(Angel returns to seat.)
SONG or CAROL 

(During last verse, townspeople get into place on stage ready to mime town scenes.   Narrator stands and moves to microphone. Props:  Signs with’ Bethlehem Bakery’, ‘Bethlehem Football Club’; basket with bread, scarves or flags etc)
4. Micah 5 vv 2 – 5

Bethlehem Ephrata, you are one of the smallest towns in the nation of Judah. But the Lord will choose one of your people to rule the nation - someone whose family goes back to ancient times. The Lord will abandon Israel only until this ruler is born, and the rest of his family returns to Israel. Like a shepherd taking care of his sheep, this ruler will lead and care for his people by the power and glorious name of the Lord his God. His people will live securely, and the whole earth will know his true greatness, because he will bring peace. Let Assyria attack our country and our palaces. We will counterattack, led by a number of rulers.

SONG or CAROL
(Children to continue miming the town scene.  During the last verse, bring crib and two chairs forward a bit to the left side for Mary and Joseph. Mary and Joseph go to the back and, as narrator reads, they travel up the centre aisle. Bethlehem sign should go up.)
5. Luke 2 vv 1; 3 – 7

About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed in record books. Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed.

(Townspeople exit as they go off to register. They may wave as they see Mary and Joseph arriving).

So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David's family. 

(Mary and Joseph arrive at front and take seats in front of crib. They mime actions described by narrator).
    

Mary was engaged to Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going to have a baby, and while they were there, she gave birth to her first-born son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
SONG or CAROL 
(Mary and Joseph remain sitting.  During last verse of song shepherds enter and cluster on right side of stage. Face forward and mime actions described by narrator: tend sheep; look frightened when angels appear; look upward; shield eyes from bright light. As narrator begins, angels stand and hold hands walking up towards shepherds and filing around behind them, raise arms when behind shepherds).
6. Luke 2 vv 8 –14 
That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep. All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the Lord's glory flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened. But the angel said, "Don't be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy. This very day in King David's hometown a Saviour was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay."
Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God. They said:

(all angels say: "Praise God in heaven! Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God.")
SONG or CAROL
7. Luke 2 vv 15 –20   
After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other,   "Let's go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about." 

(Shepherds walk together around the stage until in front of M & J)
They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay. When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the angel had said about him. Everyone listened and was surprised. But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant.  

(Mary looks thoughtful.)
As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him. Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said. 

(Shepherds turn and lead congregation in song)
SONG or CAROL
(As song ends, shepherds return to seats.  Mary and Joseph go to side. Herod goes to stage and sits down on throne centre-stage)
8. Matthew 2 vv 1 – 8         
When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was king. 
(Herod stands up and mimes actions)
 During this time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and said, "Where is the child born to be king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 

(Wise men face forwards as question is being asked and then exit to stand against wall and wait for Herod to call the.)
When King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem. Herod brought together the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses and asked them,

 "Where will the Messiah be born?" 
They told him, "He will be born in Bethlehem, just as the prophet wrote:  'Bethlehem in the land    of Judea, you are very important among the towns of Judea. From your town will come a leader, who will be like a shepherd for my people Israel.' " 

(Herod calls the wise men back and fakes friendliness…..lots of exaggerated actions.)

Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when they had first seen the star. He told them, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, let me know. I want to go and worship him too." 

(Star holder stands and leads wise men to the back while song is sung.  At the back wise men get presents.)
SONG or CAROL
9. Matthew 2 vv 9 – 12  
The wise men listened to what the king said and then left. And the star they had seen in the east went on ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They were thrilled and excited to see the star.  
(Wise men, holding presents, follow the star on a pole, walking very slowly and majestically.)

SONG or CAROL
(Wise men kneel down in front of crib and give gifts.)
When the men went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshipped him. They took out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh and gave them to him. Later they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, and they went back home by another road. 

SONG or CAROL
(Whole cast arranges itself – by size - around the manger, facing forward towards the congregation)
10.  John 1 vv 14; 16 – 18

The Word became a human being and lived here with us. We saw his true glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. From him all the kindness and all the truth of God have come down to us. 

11. John 8 v 12   
Once again Jesus spoke to the people. This time he said, "I am the light for the world! Follow me, and you won't be walking in the dark. You will have the light that gives life."
FINAL SONG or CAROL
