Matthew 9 vs 1 – 8: the healing of a paralysed man 


 


 (Two people- a man (B) and a woman(A) – mime straining to see over something)





A: OW! Watch where you‘re putting your sandals!





B: (deafened by noise of crowds) Sorry?





A: I said you’re standing on my toes!





B: Sorry......What are they all looking at?





A: That chap, that teacher (B looks puzzled) - you know - the one who heals everyone. He spoke in the synagogue a few days back. He was amazing, unforgettable.





B: (Trying to remember) Yes!  What was his name?





A: I forget....





B: So what’s he done now, then?





A: Well I don’t know for sure, but I saw four men go past a minute ago carrying some poor bloke on a stretcher. He looked in a bad way. Couldn’t move or anything... Hang on! Here comes an elder. Ask him what’s happening. He won’t listen to a woman.





Pharisee: Out of my way, scum!





B: (tugging forelock) Rabbi! Sir! So sorry to disturb your honour, but could you tell us what that teacher man is doing?





Pharisee (thunderously) He is a blasphemer





B (in hushed tones) What did he say?





Pharisee: The nerve of the man! It was breathtaking! I’ve never heard anything like it in my life! By rights he should be stoned! I’m going to dictate a scroll straight to the Sanhedrin.





A + B (together) What did he say?!!





P: He took one look at that filthy down-and-out on the stretcher and he said - no, no, I can’t bring myself to say it!...





A: Go on, sir!





B: Please tell us, sir!





P: ....He said: “Son, your sins are forgiven....”!!!!!





A: Wow! He must be someone pretty big, then!





P: Wash your mouth out, woman. Only God can say such things. This Jesus is from Nazareth (with distaste) He’s just a man.





A : But what happened to the poor man on the stretcher, rabbi?





P: (haughtily) What are you babbling about, woman?





B: She means, what became of the snivelling wretch on the stretcher, sir.





P: Oh, he disappeared off somewhere. I didn’t see where he went.





A: WENT to, sir? What do you mean, WENT to?





P: What I said, woman! He just got up and walked away





A: WALKED away, sir?





P: Is there something wrong with this female’s hearing, lad?





B: I think what she was asking, sir, was HOW did the snivelling wretch get up and walk away, sir?....





A: (joining in eagerly) Yes, seeing as how he was paralysed when I last saw him..





B: (in awe) Did he get healed, sir?





P: (impatiently) Yes, of course But that doesn’t matter!!





A + B (together, in wonder) Doesn’t it?




















